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* White House correction. 

Trench, that offer an exceptional and di-
verse collection of marine life and habi-
tat. 

Please provide to me your assessment, 
with relevant supporting information, includ-
ing the views of the territorial and local gov-
ernments and other interested parties, of the 
advisability of providing additional recogni-
tion, protection or improved conservation 
and management for objects of historic or 
scientific interest at these islands, coral reefs, 
geologic features and surrounding marine 
waters. 

Because Johnston Atoll and Wake Island 
have supported active military bases, and the 
other areas in the Pacific include areas of 
strategic importance to the United States, 
any measures your assessment recommends 
should not limit the Department of Defense 
from carrying out the mission of the various 
branches of the military stationed or oper-
ating within the Pacific and shall be con-
sistent with freedom of navigation and inter-
national law. Please also consider cultural, 
environmental, economic, and multiple use 
implications of any measures you rec-
ommend, including the extent to which they 
are compatible, if applicable, with sustaining 
access to: (1) recreational and commercial 
fishing; (2) energy and mineral resources; 
and (3) opportunities for scientific study. 

With respect to each of these areas, your 
assessment should further identify whether 
there are opportunities and mechanisms for 
improved coordination of management 
among relevant agencies in accordance with 
Executive Order 13366 of December 17, 
2004. 

George W. Bush 

Statement on the Situation in 
Georgia 
August 26, 2008 

The United States condemns the decision 
by the Russian President to recognize as 
independent states the Georgian regions of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This decision 
is inconsistent with numerous United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions that Russia 
has voted for in the past, and is also incon-
sistent with the French-brokered six-point 

cease-fire agreement which President 
Medvedev signed on August 12 [16] *, 2008. 
The six-point agreement offered a peaceful 
way forward to resolve the conflict. We ex-
pect Russia to live up to its international 
commitments, reconsider this irresponsible 
decision, and follow the approach set out in 
the six-point agreement. 

The territorial integrity and borders of 
Georgia must be respected, just as those of 
Russia or any other country. Russia’s action 
only exacerbates tensions and complicates 
diplomatic negotiations. In accordance with 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
that remain in force, Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia are within the internationally recog-
nized borders of Georgia, and they must re-
main so. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this statement. 

Proclamation 8281—National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 
2008 
August 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Ovarian Cancer Aware-

ness Month, we remember those whose lives 
have been affected by this deadly disease, 
and we underscore our commitment to bat-
tling ovarian cancer for the sake of women 
around the world. 

Each year, thousands of American women 
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Many will 
lose their lives to this disease. Because ovar-
ian cancer is often diagnosed at an advanced 
stage, it is vital for women to make regular 
visits to their doctors for screenings and to 
discuss risk factors and warning signs. Early 
detection is the best way to help doctors diag-
nose cancer before it has a chance to spread. 
It also makes treatment more effective and 
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increases the chances for survival. I encour-
age all women to learn more about preven-
tive measures and screening options that may 
help to save their lives. 

America leads the world in medical re-
search, and my Administration remains dedi-
cated to the fight against ovarian cancer. I 
signed the ‘‘Gynecologic Cancer Education 
and Awareness Act of 2005,’’ or ‘‘Johanna’s 
Law,’’ that helps to raise awareness among 
women and health care providers about fe-
male reproductive cancers. Additionally, the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
are conducting important research to help 
make the innovative advances we need in 
order to eradicate this disease. NIH’s Cancer 
Genome Atlas is also helping researchers 
gain a greater understanding of the genetic 
sources of cancer. Together, we will continue 
building on our progress until there is a cure 
for cancer. As we observe National Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month, we honor those 
who have fought this disease. We also recog-
nize the compassionate caregivers, doctors, 
and researchers who are dedicated to pre-
venting, detecting, and treating ovarian can-
cer. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008 
as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon government officials, 
businesses, communities, health care profes-
sionals, educators, volunteers, and the people 
of the United States to continue our Nation’s 
strong commitment to preventing and treat-
ing ovarian cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 29. 

Proclamation 8282—National 
Preparedness Month, 2008 
August 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Preparedness Month, we 

underscore the important responsibility 
Americans have to be ready for emergencies 
in our homes, businesses, and communities. 

The Department of Homeland Security’s 
Ready campaign highlights preparedness 
steps, including having an emergency supply 
kit, making a family emergency plan, and be-
coming informed about different types of 
emergencies. After preparing themselves and 
their families, Americans can take the next 
step and get involved in helping to prepare 
their communities for all types of emer-
gencies. For more information, citizens may 
visit www.ready.gov and citizencorps.gov. 

During National Preparedness Month, we 
also honor our Nation’s police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency personnel for their 
hard work and commitment to protecting 
others. As first responders, they have dem-
onstrated the true meaning of heroism by 
taking great risks to safeguard our commu-
nities, and all Americans are grateful for their 
efforts. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2008 
as National Preparedness Month. I call upon 
the people of the United States to recognize 
the importance of preparing for potential 
emergencies and to observe this month by 
participating in appropriate events, activities, 
and preparedness programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2008] 
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